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EU BUDGET: MAKING THE EU FIT FOR
ITS ROLE AS STRONG GLOBAL ACTOR

MACEDONIA AND GREECE REACH
AGREEMENT ON “NORTHERN MACEDONIA”
Skopje, June 12, 2018 (EWB)

G

reek and Macedonian governments have agreed on
the name “Republic of Northern Macedonia”, stated
Macedonian Prime Minister Zoran Zaev on a press conference on Tuesday.
Zaev said that the name will be used both domestically
and internationally, which should be confirmed by a constitutional amendment.
“The former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia” is no more,
stated Zaev, and added that the agreement envisions a confirmation of the Macedonian language without footnotes,
and guarantees Macedonian ethnic and cultural identity
and nationality.
Zaev also added that after the two parliaments confirm the
agreement, there will be a referendum in Macedonia in
autumn.
“I am convinced that the referendum on the new name
will be successful and that most citizens will say yes”, said
the Macedonian PM.
Greek media previously reported today that Zaev is going
to talk with Tsipras and confirm the agreement that they
accomplished earlier today.
“Citizens are the ones who will make a decision through
a referendum, and of course, the prime minister and the
president should help them”, Zaev said regarding the assessment of Macedonian President Ivanov that it was “irresponsible” to solve such a significant issue as the name
of the state by telephone, the Macedonian Portal Portlab
reported.
Zaev said that there will be “a referendum where the citizens will decide, because they are the ones who chose us
and are still supportive of our governance”.
“We should serve the citizens and that is why we need to
improve Macedonia in all aspects. In this case, I believe
that we will have meetings where we are going to consider
all the arguments, keeping in mind that the citizens are the
ones who chose us”, Zaev said.
Greek PM Alexis Tsipras also confirmed that an agreement on the name has been reached.

Swan from Danube

Photo: insajder.com

June 15, 2018 (EWB)

F

or the next long-term EU budget 2021-2027, the European Commission is proposing to increase the external action budget to €123 billion, to significantly simplify
its structure, and make it much more flexible and effective to address today’s global
challenges.
The external action budget will be the EU’s main tool to support its partner countries
in their political and economic transformations towards sustainable development, stability, consolidation of democracy, socio-economic development and the eradication
of poverty. It will also allow the EU to continue to provide humanitarian assistance
all over the world. As regards the EU’s neighbourhood, this will also be the tool to
help the neighbourhood countries in their economic approximation to the EU’s Single
Market.
High Representative/Vice-President, Federica Mogherini, said: “We propose a budget
for the external action of the European Union of €123 billion for the next seven years:
an increase of 30% that is an unprecedented investment in our global role. More resources for more action as a reliable, predictable, cooperative global player – exactly
what our citizens and our partners expect in these troubled times. It is recognition of
the added value of the EU work on foreign policy. Together we can have an impact
that no Member State alone can have in today’s world.”
Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations,
Johannes Hahn, highlighted: “The increased and reformed budget will allow us to
continue working with those countries that are engaged to join the EU, as well as
maintaining our special relationship with our Eastern and Southern neighbours. This
will support our strategic goal to achieve a space of stability, security and prosperity
close to the EU’s borders.”
Key elements of the new external budget proposal are increased funding, simplification, flexibility, and increased transparency and democratic scrutiny. The Commission proposes to reduce the number of instruments, as well as to integrate the European Development Fund into the EU budget. This will allow for more coherence and
a clearer focus on political objectives and engagements with partners, in line with the
EU’s values and priorities.
The Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance (IPA III): €14.5 billion will offer increased support to EU candidate countries and potential candidates on their path
towards fulfilling the EU accession criteria through deep and comprehensive reforms;
In addition, and outside the EU budget, the High Representative, with the support
of the Commission, is proposing to establish a European Peace Facility, with €10.5
billion. The European Peace Facility will fund operational actions under the Common
Foreign and Security Policy that have military or defence implications, and therefore
cannot be financed under the EU’s budget.
www.swan.rs
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KEEP THE SPIRIT OF SOFIA THRIVING!
INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE IN TWO MAJOR
SERBIAN CITIES IN COOPERATION WITH
THE BULGARIAN EMBASSY
Niš and Novi Sad. June 26th - 27th 2018 (www.kas.de)
„EU Enlargement from Sofia to London and Beyond: Results and Perspectives for the Western Balkan Countries“

A

s a strong partner of Serbia on its path towards the European
Union it was natural that KAS Belgrade participated on this series of conferences organized by the Bulgarian Embassy and the Center for Migration Research. Insights, progresses but as well problems
on the European path of Serbia were high on the agenda, all under the
sign of „the spirit of Sofia“.
An atmosphere of friendship and closeness were sensible on the conferences and the excellent speakers talked and discussed very inspired
about the possibilities and obstacles of Serbia on its way into the European Union. The ambassador of Bulgaria, h.E. Radko Vlaykov emphasized in its introducing speech the good relations of both countries,
which are more than just mere neighbors. He mentioned also the big
enhancements Serbia made in its politics addressing minorities and
the big steps towards the European Union and a possible accession in
2025. In Sofia, the Bulgarian government took efforts to show that the
Balkans are not just n unimportant region that should be left in oblivion. A stable, free and secure Europe is only possible if the Balkans are
integrated in the European family.
Following this introduction Ingrid Shikova, PhD, professor for European politics at the Kliment Ohrid University ofSofia spoke about the
history of the Bulgarian presidency on the European Commission. As
a part of the Balkan family, so Mrs.Shikova, it is only naturally that
Bulgaria is taking efforts for its good neighbor Serbia on the path in
the EU. “My dream was back then, that my country becomes one day
a member of the Union. This dream became reality. Now I have a new
dream that our friend, Serbia, soon also gets a full member.” Srđan
Majstorović, Center for European Politics, underlined in Niš, that
the opening of new chapters in the negotiations with the EU weren’t
just „demands“ by the personal whish of political organs. All partners
ought to communicate that the reforms are for the sake of the people
of Serbia, so that they can have a life in security and freedom provided
by the realization of those chapters.
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Rule of law, simpler bureaucratic steps, economic improvements and
protection of every citizen have to be a key topic for Serbia to become a nation of European values. Marija Bulat, local branch officer
in the Regional Youth Cooperation Office (RYCO), hold a lecture in
Novi Sad about the biggest chance for future the Western Balkans has:
young people from every country in the region. It is only them who
can realize reconciliation with the neighboring nations and to build
friendships through understanding. Who knows that he is among
friends who he can trust, must not be afraid anymore that there will
be violent conflicts or mayhem.
In Novi Sad we had the possibility to hear a special guest: Predrag
Praštalo from the European Movement in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
He had a very strong message for the audience. The chance for peace
and prosperity that still exists on the Western Balkans should not be
bargained away recklessly. In his homeland one could find currently
an atmosphere of political hardening which could only be overcome
with positive energy for a change, just as it was the case in Sofia. Serbia, which is making huge progress on the way in the EU should be
a role model for Bosnia and Herzegovina because it shows, that the
superior goal of all parties should be to make life better for its citizens,
not to exploit ethnic tensions for the own selfish political goals. It is
important, so Praštalo, that also strong countries not forget the importance of the Balkans. Profound knowledge about the local situation
must be delivered to these European partners so that they can give the
right impulses for reforms and a better future.
On all of these conferences KAS Serbia, Montenegro once again emphasized that the foundation backs Serbia in every way on its path to
a full membership in the European Union. The presidency of Bulgaria in the European Commission also bared another positive impulse
for Belgrade: that change to the positive is always possible and that
a country could work actively for a better reputation in Europe by
stressing its positive sides and aspects.
In the end, h.E. Radko Vlaykov just found the right words to close the
conferences: „I am not just sure, I am totally convinced, that Serbia
will become a member of the European Union. The efforts and the
progress that the people and the politics in these country are taking,
do not allow having any doubts on that. If we carry on with the spirit
of Sofia, which is a spirit of cooperation and togetherness, then there
will stand nothing in the way to success!“
By Lucas Maximilian Schubert

July 23 - 27, 2018
Srebrno Jezero

F

or the twelfth time the Konrad Adenauer Foundation hosts
the Regional Summer School “New Leader - New Opportunities” for young politicians of the EPP-affiliated parties from
the region in Silver Lake from 23 to 27 July 2018.
In cooperation with the Belgrade Open School and Eduardo
Frei Foundation, the KAS Belgrade is delighted to organize this
important event.
Goal of the project is to strengthen the political competence of
young politicians and to support the communication between
and within political parties.
The regional summer school will teach the participants about
politics and will strengthen social skills as well as other soft
skills. Furthermore the aim of the summer school is to support
the political cooperation and to create a political network to enable a constructive and successful dialogue.
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noting that visa policy harmonization was among the topics
of today’s conference.
“Further progress will depend on the reform in the area of
rule of law and normalization of relations with Kosovo,” Hahn
said and stressed that constitutional amendments should be
aligned with recommendations issued by the Venetian Commission.
He also pointed to challenges in the area of freedom of expression, adding that the Minister Jadranka Joksimović, who
led the Serbian delegation, promised that progress would be
made in said area.
Hahn expects Serbia to open additional chapters during the
Austrian Presidency, but added that reform must go on in
order to do so.
The Minister of European Integration Jadranka Joksimović
who led the Serbian delegation, described the opened chapters as highly important and specific.
“Chapter 33 allows us to prepare to take proper part in EU budget and
make the most of EU funds once we join the Union, while chapter 13
helps us to regulate the fisheries,” Joksimović said.
She said that Serbia showed commitment to European integration, despite the obstacles in both the EU and the region, and willingness to
overcome the burden of the past and implement internal reform.
“We need synergy, we need to cooperate as partners and we need support of the EU,” Joksimović said. She added that each small step towards
Serbia’s EU membership should be seen as important.
Joksimović thanked Bulgaria as the current holder of the EU Council
Presidency for bringing the Western Balkans back into EU’s focus, adding that Serbia has found the best way to seize that opportunity.
The Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Ekaterina Zaharieva said that
the Bulgarian Presidency was marked by strengthening of the European perspective of the Western Balkans, adding that the culmination of
those efforts was the Sofia Summit.

Photo: europa.rs

SERBIA OPENS CHAPTERS 33 AND 13
IN NEGOTIATIONS WITH EU
June 25, 2018 (europa.rs)

A

t the eighth Intergovernmental Conference held today in Luxembourg, Serbia opened another two chapters within EU accession
negotiations – Chapter 33 – Financial and budgetary provisions and
Chapter 13 – Fisheries.
The European Union delegation was led by Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations and Ekaterina Zaharieva, Minister of Foreign Affairs, on behalf of
the Bulgarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union.
Hahn said that further progress depended on further tangible progress
in the rule of law and normalization of relations with Kosovo.
Hahn told the press conference that Serbia needed to continue with rule
of law and freedom of expression reform, as well as normalization of
relations with Pristina.
“The opening of two chapters today is a merit based achievement of Serbia,” said Hahn and called on Serbia to align its visa policy with the EU,
Mariya Gabriel; Photo: European Union

EU ANNOUNCES DIGITAL AGENDA
FOR THE WESTERN BALKANS
June 25, 2018 (www.governmenteuropa.eu)

A

t today’s ‘Digital Assembly’ in Sofia, Bulgaria, the European Commission announced its Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans,
which create a digital economy in the region.
The Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans aims to support the transition of the region into a digital economy, which the commission expects
will bring economic growth, create jobs, and deliver better services for
citizens living in the area.
The agenda was prepared by the European Commission in partnership
with six countries in the Western Balkans region, including: Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Montenegro, Macedonia and Serbia.
The commission will co-operate closely with authorities in these partner countries to monitor implementation, and explore how the commit-
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ments can be financed implemented, particularly given the scale of the
investments that need to be made.
What commitments does the Digital Agenda for the Western Balkans
make?
The agenda highlights a number of key priorities for improving and accelerating the transition to a digital economy in the region, and the action that the agenda’s stakeholders will take to achieve this. For example,
these commitments include an investment of €30m worth of grants in
the implementation of broadband infrastructure.
Other commitments will increase the strength of cybersecurity, and
build capacity in the digitalisation of industry to ensure that the benefits
reach all sectors of society. These partner countries will be supported in
the deployment of the digitisation of public services and the improvement of digital skills among citizens.
How will this aid the commission’s digital economy aims?
European Commissioner for the Digital Economy, Mariya Gabriel, welcomed the announcement and the impact it could have across Europe.
She emphasised that because digital connectivity is not restricted by national boundaries, everyone in Europe could benefit from the expansion
in the capabilities of the six Western Balkans partner nations.
Gabriel said: “The aim… is to ensure that the citizens of the Western
Balkans region can also fully reap the benefits of and succeed in the fastpaced and inevitable digital transformation of the world. [Our] commitment to the digital agenda will ensure that citizens have the skills
to match the demands of the new economy and will help modernise
public administrations, strengthen cybersecurity, increases connectivity, improve the business climate, and ensure that citizens have the skills
to match the demands of the new economy.”
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OVER EUR41 MILLION OF IPA MONEY
IN SUPPORT FOR SERBIA
Belgrade, June 02, 2018 (europa.rs)

I

n the presence of Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić and European
Commissioner for Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations Johannes Hahn, the Head of the EU Delegation to Serbia Sem
Fabrizi and the Minister of European Integration Jadranka Joksimović
signed an Agreement on the implementation of IPA programme worth
slightly over EUR41 million to be used both by the justice sector and as
a form of support for further integration.
The European Commissioner Johannes Hahn said that the signature of
the Agreement reflected EU’s full commitment to the European integration process Serbia is going through.
Following the meeting with Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić in Belgrade, Hahn said that Serbia received some EUR200 million a year to
align its standards with EU acquis, adding that thus far, the EU has provided Serbia with some EUR2 billion in grants.
“The process of European integration is all about Serbian citizens, not
about pleasing some European official or a bureaucrat,” the Commissioner said.
Hahn: EUR26 million for justice reform
Hahn said that a portion of IPA money would be used for the rule of law
reform, judiciary in particular, and to strengthen Serbian public administration.
He said that EUR26 million would be directed towards judiciary reform,
leading to a more independent and efficient system of justice delivery.
“The support will be aimed at the State Prosecutorial Council and the
High Judicial Council in order to increase the efficiency and transparency of their work,” Hahn said.
He also said that a part of the support will be directed towards improving working conditions for judicial staff and the establishment of a case
management system at a new department in Novi Sad, in line with
Union’s norms and standards.
“The rule of law is at the very heart of accession negotiations, but what is
also pivotal for Serbia is to become more attractive to investors,” Hahn
said.

EUR175 MILLION IN GRANTS FOR SERBIAN AGRICULTURE
Belgrade, June 29, 2018 (europa.rs)

T

he Head of the EU Delegation to Serbia Sem Fabrizi and the Minister of European Integration Jadranka Joksimović signed the
2014-2020 IPARD II financial agreement that would allow the first
contracts with farmers to be signed and money disbursed.
Following the signature of the agreement at the new headquarters of
the Directorate for Agrarian Payments in New Belgrade, Fabrizi said
that IPARD II was comprised of a EUR175 million grant which, combined with funding from local self-governments and private sector,
will amount to around EUR400 of investment in agriculture.
Fabrizi pointed out that submitted projects proposals should be carefully reviewed, adding that he hoped the first contracts would be
signed by the end of the summer.
“Agriculture has a great growth potential,” Fabrizi said and added that
it constituted 10 per cent of Serbia’s GDP, providing employment for
20 per cent of all employees. He also noted that 50 per cent of Serbian
agricultural exports end up in the EU.
“Over the past eight years, Serbian agricultural exports to the EU
have doubled to EUR1.5 billion,” Fabrizi said, describing IPARD as
the “entry point” of Serbian agriculture and a test of its readiness to

Swan from Danube

Photo: Fonet
Hahn said that
EUR41 million is not
much, but is indeed
a portion of large
financial assistance
the EU addresses to
Serbia.
“It reflects our strong
commitment to Serbia’s European integration process,”
Hahn said and added that on average,
EU’s financial assistance amounts to around EUR200 million annually.
“We have provided Serbia with EUR2 billion in grants over the past decade. Since the signature of the SAA, Serbian exports to the EU have
tripled and are increasing at a 10 per cent rate,” Hahn said.
Noting that he will refrain from mentioning Kosovo as a pending issue,
Hahn said there are “many other crucial elements” to be dealt with by
Belgrade and the Union as the accession negotiations progress.
Hahn welcomed “the first encouraging signals” regarding the drafting
of a media strategy, describing Government’s commitment to gather all
relevant actors around the same table as “a step in the right direction.”
Vučić: Total EU assistance in 2018 around EUR138 million
Serbian President Aleksandar Vučić said he was not optimistic when it
comes to the outcome of Belgrade-Pristina dialogue. He said that many
things were not up to Serbia, but he reiterated that the dialogue must
continue as it keeps the peace and stability of the entire region in check.
He added that he and Hahn discussed other issues of relevance to the
region, including Belgrade-Pristina relations, but also possible avenues
to improve the area of rule of law.
“I completely agree with Commissioner Hahn, especially the part about
the rule of law, and I am convinced that we will make progress before the
next Report is published,” Vučić said.
Vučić said that the total EU assistance to Serbia in 2018 amounted to
EUR138 million, adding that there are signs it would further increase
in the coming period and that Serbia wants to seize all opportunities
offered to it as an EU candidate country.

cope with competition in the EU once the country becomes an EU
member.
“I call on the Minister to take the remaining steps in this process,”
Fabrizi told the event, participated in by the Minister of Agriculture
Branislav Nedimović, among others.
Joksimović said that the main precondition to receive EU grants for
rural development was to relocate the Directorate for Agrarian Payments from Sabac to Belgrade. The Directorate is now located in New
Belgrade, in the building of Srbijašume.
Joksimović noted that IPARD II provided EUR175 million in grants,
adding that the national contribution would further increase investments in agriculture to EUR230 million.
According to her, proposals will be pre-financed in the first stage, but
the money will eventually be reimbursed by the end of the process.
Joksimović said the programmed was weighty as it helped Serbia to
align its agricultural policy with EU’s own Common Agricultural Policy.
Nedimović said 500 project proposals have been submitted to the IPARD, adding that the Directorate is currently reviewing the applications. He said he believed that “if everything goes as planned” the first
contracts would be signed on Thursday, 5 July.
“This practically means that farmers will have money in their pockets,” Nedimović said.
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FRENCH PRESIDENT EXPLAINS
HIS VISION OF REFORMED EU
July 30, 2018 (BETA / B92)

F

rench President Emmanuel Macron has
presented his vision of a future rearranged
EU and Europe, which would in 10 to 15 years
consist of “three circles.”
The key of these, “the heart of the reactor,”
would be a palpably strengthened eurozone
with Germany and France as the backbone.
In the second circle would be EU members
“in a strong single market, somewhere between the wider EU and the eurozone” who,
if they wanted to, and made economical and
political progress, could enter the euro zone
with a special budget and a stronger political
structure.
The widest circle would be “a union of values,
democratic principles and economic freedoms” - somewhere between the EU and the
Council of Europe, which would be much less
integrated, and could include Russia and Turkey, “but such that these countries adopt and
strictly respect European democratic values,”
Photo: europa.rs

HAHN: EXPORT OF STABILITY TO WB
KEY IN EURO-INTEGRATION
July 30, 2018 (N1.rs, Dimitar Dilkoff /AFP)

T

he European Commissioner for Enlargement Johannes Hahn said on Monday
that the EU strategy for the Western Balkans
published in February accelerated the dynamics in the region, but remained realistic
regarding the Euro-integration, the Beta news
agency reported.
“My principle for the enlargement is to export stability instead of importing instability,”
Hahn told the EURACTIVE website in German.
“The Western Balkans are encircled with the

Swan from Danube

Macron said in Lisbon during a meeting with
President Antonio Costa and the country’s
political elite.
Russia and Turkey could have seats in this
widest circle, although they do not have to be
members, but instead enjoy “close association
agreements”, the French president explained.
Lisbon was the first stop in Macron’s tour
of EU states, organized with the goal of explaining and gaining support for his ideas
about a reformed, economically, politically
and defense-wise strengthened EU, in order
to overcome the current crises and challenges, including the uncertainty and suspicions
regarding continued Europe-US strategic alliance.
Macron did not explicitly touch on the possibility and prospects of new members joining
the EU, but was in fact explaining his highly-noted program speech on the necessity of
economic, defense and political reorganization of the Union from September last year.
The French president indirectly reiterated the
view that before the EU is strengthened, repair its ranks and preempt the crises that affect or might affect it, it cannot receive new
members from the Western Balkans.
In Lisbon, a period of 10 to 15 years has been
mentioned for future EU reforms, which
means that enlargement may have to wait as
long. EU Commissioner Johannes Hahn previously remarked that 2025 as the year Serbia
and Montenegro might join the EU was “too
ambitious.”
EU countries and belong to Europe geographically, historically and culturally,” he said, adding it was in the best EU interest to secure the
stability and prosperity in its neighbourhood.
He said that “that means the EU integration
of the Western Balkans is an investment into
security and stability of the bloc. One should
not forget the geostrategic aspect: it would not
be wise to leave behind a vacuum which other international players with values different
from ours can use.”
Hahn added that Macedonia made the most
significant step toward the Euro-integration
of the Western Balkans’ states in the last year
(after agreeing with Greece on a new name),
but that the other regional countries also advanced more than before.
Asked if 2025, mentioned in the strategy as a
possible date for joining the EU was too far
for the Western Balkans, Hahn said that it was
not, because the reforms needed for the membership demanded time and that the issue was
not only to have adjusted regulations but also
to implement them.
Bearing in mind the ratification procedures in
some EU member states, “that indicative date
is very ambitious, but achievable. The quality
before speed,” Hahn added.
www.swan.rs
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VUČIĆ AND MACRON MEET IN PARIS

Photo: Tanjug/AP

Paris, July 18, 2018 (BETA/Tanjug)

M

acron said that Serbia could join the EU in
2025 if the country made progress in the
reform process, but that it was also necessary to
reform the Union by that time.
The French president said that Serbia shouldn’t
consider 2025 as “an automatic criterion” for the
EU accession.
Vučić said that Serbia couldn not join the EU
without the Kosovo issue, legal system and the
rule of law addressed, not even with Macron’s
support.
Macron said that “the EU reform could be completed by 2025,” adding that “France has made
reform proposals referring to the EU budget, defense and strategic issues.”
Vučić said that he had reached a high level of
agreement on key issues with his French counterpart, and that both insisted that regional peace
and stability had to be protected. In addition,
the region should seek solutions jointly, looking
into the future, not only back at the past, the two
presidents agreed.
“Serbia has won Macron’s support for a compromise with the Albanians in Kosovo, making durable peace possible for all the people living in
the region,” Vučić said.
The Serbian president added that he had discussed the future of Serbia and the region with
his French counterpart, as well as the Belgrade-Pristina talks and “sincere friendship between Serbia and France, lasting for centuries,
rather than decades.”
Macron said that his country wished to assist
Serbia on its way to the European Union, thanking Belgrade for its help “in the security sector
and fight against organized crime and illegal migration,” describing Serbia as “a vital partner” in
those areas.
“Serbia has played an active role in the EU accession talks, and we want to help the country solve
the most sensitive issues along the way,” Macron
said.
The president said he supported the stability of
the entire region and individual states, appealing
to them not to give in to any foreign threat.
“France and Serbia share the same will to ensure
regional stability, individual sovereignty and the
capacity of each state of the region not to give in
to any foreign influence or disturbance,” Macron
said.
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JUST THE FACTS:
EUROPEAN COUNCIL SUMMIT 28-29 JUNE 2018
July 2, 2018 (www.europeanmovement.ie)

O

be justified on the grounds of national security” and that the EU should
respond in a protectionist fashion.
Brexit
On Friday, 29 June, leaders met in EU27 format to discuss the state of
play of the Brexit negotiations. In their conclusions, the EU27 leaders
welcomed the progress made on parts of the legal text of the Withdrawal
Agreement, but noted that many areas still need to be agreed upon. In
particular, they stressed concern regarding the lack of substantial progress on agreeing a backstop for Northern Ireland. EU27 leaders recalled
commitments made by the UK in December 2017 and March 2018 in
regards to reaching an agreement on a backstop and stated “that negotiations can only progress as long as all commitments undertaken so far
are respected in full”. They also stressed the need for “further clarity as
well as realistic and workable proposals from the UK as regards its position on the future relationship [with the EU]”.
Euro Summit
On Friday, 29 June, EU leaders met in EU27 format for the Euro Summit, in which they agreed a statement on the reform of the Economic
and Monetary Union (EMU). The statement outlined the need to continue moving forward with the completion of the Banking Union. In
the statement, EU27 leaders agreed to reform the European Stability
Mechanism (ESM) to provide a backstop for the Single Resolution Fund
(SRF) to protect EU citizens in the case of failing banks. EU leaders will
revisit these topics in December 2018.
Other Issues and Next Steps
On Thursday, 28 June, innovation and the Digital Single Market were
discussed, with the importance of research, education and funding
highlighted in the conclusions to encourage growth in these areas. EU
leaders also discussed enlargement, endorsing the conclusions adopted by the General Affairs Council on Tuesday, 26 June, and welcoming the agreement between the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia
and Greece on the Macedonia name issue. It was agreed that sanctions
against Russia would continue for another six months.
EU leaders also adopted a decision on the composition of the European
Parliament which would see the redistribution of 27 of the UK’s 73 MEP
seats to other Member States once the UK has left the EU. For more
information on the change in composition of the European Parliament
you can visit our ‘All EU need to know’ (www.europeanmovement.ie/
all-eu-need-to-know-the-change-in-composition-of-the-europeanparliament-explained/).
EU leaders will meet again for a European Council Summit on 18 October 2018.

n Thursday, 28 June, the European Council met in Brussels to discuss a wide range of issues including migration, security and defence, jobs, growth and competitiveness. On Friday, 29 June, EU leaders
met in an EU27 format to discuss the Brexit negotiations. EU27 leaders also met for a Euro Summit to discuss reform of the Economic and
Monetary Union.
Migration
The European Council discussed migration at a working dinner on
Thursday, 28 June which ran late into the night as European Union (EU)
leaders attempted to find a compromise between all Member States. European Council President, Donald Tusk, stressed in his invitation letter
to EU leaders the importance of finding a solution to the growing political crisis, stating: “The stakes are very high. And time is short.” German
Chancellor, Angela Merkel, was under domestic political pressure from
her party’s junior coalition partner, the Christian Social Union (CSU),
to find a solution. While, newly-appointed Italian Prime Minister, Giuseppe Conte, stressed the need for greater sharing of the responsibility
among all Member States in the lead up to the Summit. At 4.35am on
Friday morning, EU leaders reached an agreement and adopted conclusions which stressed the importance of stemming illegal migration and
increasing funding to control the EU’s external borders. They also called
on the Council of Ministers and the European Commission to explore
regional disembarkation centres to process rescued refugees’ asylum applications in third (non-EU) countries.
Security and Defence
On Thursday, 28 June, EU leaders discussed issues surrounding security and defence, including fulfilling the commitments, and developing,
initial projects of the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO). EU
leaders invited the Council of Ministers “to decide on the conditions for
third State participation in PESCO projects”. Leaders also agreed on the
deepening of EU-NATO cooperation through a new Joint Declaration
that would build on the progress made by the 2016 Joint Declaration.
Jobs, Growth and Competitiveness
EU leaders made the decision on Thursday to endorse the integrated
country-specific recommendations (CSRs) proposed by the European
Commission under the 2018 European Semester. CSRs provide individual Member States with economic guidance. EU leaders also stressed the
importance of moving forward on the European Commission proposals
on digital taxation and ensuring that Value Added Tax (VAT) is collected effectively across Member States. Regarding the US’s decision to
impose steel and aluminium tariffs on the EU, leaders stated: “it cannot
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That said, we must also acknowledge that EU citizens
have the right to feel protected and that they want a
Union which is capable of keeping its borders secure
and maintaining full control over migration.
The number one priority, therefore, must be to shut
down the Mediterranean routes. Taking our cue from
the agreement concluded with Turkey, which led to the
Balkan route being shut down, we must invest at least
EUR 6 billion in an effort to achieve that objective.
Commissioner Oettinger has described that figure as realistic and possible. These resources are needed immediately, so that we can continue and step up our cooperation with transit countries and help them protect their
borders. The need for closer cooperation with Libya is
particularly pressing. We must support the efforts made
by the authorities in individual African states to combat
people traffickers and police their coastlines, by helping
SPEECH BY THE EP PRESIDENT ANTONIO TAJANI TO
them to strengthen their coastguard services. We must
ensure that the people smugglers can no longer get rich
THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETING ON 28 JUNE 2018
at the expense of the most vulnerable.
Between 2014 and 2017 alone, at least 13 000 people lost their lives in
Brussels, June 28, 2018 (www.europarl.europa.eu) check against delivery the Mediterranean, and tens of thousands more perished in the Sahara.
People who genuinely need asylum cannot be left to the mercy of unhis European Council meeting will be remembered for a long time, scrupulous traffickers.
but we cannot yet say whether it will be remembered as a success We must therefore build on what is being done in Niger and set up proor a failure. That will depend on us, on the responses we offer to our tection and reception centres run by the United Nations and the Eurofellow citizens’ most pressing concerns, in particular those linked to the pean Union in as many African transit countries as possible.
migration crisis which is putting our cooperation arrangements and our These centres must be established along the main routes taken by asydetermination to work together to a serious test.
lum seekers in Africa. This would serve to create ‘asylum corridors’
The issue is a complex one, and it poses a particularly daunting chal- which people fleeing war and persecution could use and by so doing
lenge, given the contrasting national interests at stake: nobody is un- obtain assistance and submit applications for international protection
aware of this problem, least of all the public.
without being forced to put their lives in the hands of traffickers or risk
However, our fellow citizens are looking to the European Union to do death in the desert or at sea. In these protection centres, each migrant’s
what it was primarily set up to do, namely to find common solutions to circumstances would be assessed quickly with a view to determining
common problems, not least (and in particular!) when national interests their legal status. Persons entitled to asylum would be transported safediverge.
ly to Europe or elsewhere and then allocated fairly under resettlement
There surely cannot be a single EU citizen anywhere who does not want schemes run by the UNHCR, as already happens at the camps in Turkey,
us to come up with a common solution. Unilateral solutions are by defi- Jordan and Lebanon.
nition partial solutions, and therefore ineffective, not to say dangerous. We must therefore step up our cooperation with, and offer more fundIf the ‘every country for itself ’ approach prevails, the Schengen system ing to, the UNHCR and the International Organisation for Migration.
will not be the only thing which is in jeopardy: the very credibility of our We must work with Libya, of course, but also with other countries, such
common project will be dealt a body blow from which it will be difficult as Niger, Mauritania, Mali, Chad, Tunisia, Morocco and Algeria, and
to recover.
provide technical assistance, financial aid and investment through apAs regards the external aspects of the migration problem, on which propriate forms of economic diplomacy.
there is broad consensus, a number of practical measures will have to In mid-July I will be travelling to Niger, a country with a key role in the
be agreed on today. As regards the internal aspects, on which there are context of the migration problem, and I will also be leading an econommore diverging views, we must work together to bring the opposing po- ic diplomacy mission with European entrepreneurs.
sitions closer together and find compromise solutions which are accept- Some EUR 3 billion out of the total of EUR 3.4 billion available under
able to everyone.
the EU Emergency Trust Fund for Africa for the Horn of Africa, North
EU citizens are caught between their humanitarian instincts and their Africa, the Sahel and the Lake Chad region has already been used to
fear of uncontrolled migration. Against that background, the first thing fund projects intended to improve the management of migration and
to do is to halt the constant stream of migrants leaving transit countries the policing of borders. The following statistic is proof that this approach
and the coast of Africa and ensure that only people genuinely entitled to works: in 2016, 150 000 migrants passed through Niger; the figure so far
asylum arrive in Europe, and do so safely.
for 2018 is only 5000. If we are to continue and step up our efforts, howOur fellow citizens want a Union which shows solidarity towards people ever, we need new resources now.
fleeing persecution and war, but which is resolute in turning away those In the medium term, measures to stabilise Libya and help with the rewho do not have the right to enter or remain in Europe.
construction of a state which can act as our partner are essential, not
I want to emphasise once again that our Union is founded on a set of least in view of the share of responsibility we bear for the instability bebasic values, which include the imperative of upholding human rights setting the country.
and international law. All our decisions, in whatever context, must stem I will be travelling to Libya shortly to discuss the role that the European
from an acknowledgement that human beings are at the centre of the Parliament can play in that process and in the organisation, in the fudebate.
ture, of democratic elections. We are ready to make our resources and
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skills available, if necessary, for example at a conference held at Parliament which brings all the stakeholders together.
The second main focus of our efforts must be securing our external borders.
I have followed with interest the recent discussions on the proposals put
forward.
Before we do anything else, we must increase the strength of the European Border and Coastguard Service; according to the Commission, the
number of officers should reach 10 000 by 2020. Just as urgently, that
service must also be transformed into a genuine border police force, so
that its powers and its ability to take action, not least in the context of
returns and readmissions, can be enhanced.
The European Parliament also supports the proposal to turn the European Asylum Support Office into a fully fledged EU agency. That agency must be given the resources it needs and entrusted with the task of
processing immediately asylum applications submitted both inside and
outside the Union.
In addition to ongoing efforts to patrol the Mediterranean (Poseidon,
EUNAVFORMED), close cooperation among European police forces is
also essential if we are to thwart the people traffickers.
Lastly, we need to secure the prompt return of persons who are not entitled to remain in the European Union. Readmission agreements remain
central to this approach. They are working, but we need to conclude
agreements of this kind with more countries of origin.
In order to secure such agreements, we must use all the instruments at
our disposal, including increased investment, economic diplomacy and
trade policy, in the form of conditionality clauses, and also give priority
to introducing legal immigration quotas, drawing on the existing model
of the mobility agreements.
I am convinced that progress in these areas will make it easier to overhaul the asylum system.
The overhaul of the asylum system remains the key to the whole problem. We must simply accept the fact that the Dublin system was designed to deal with normal migration flows, not with migratory pressures on this scale. We all agree, admittedly for differing reasons, that it
needs to be changed quickly.
The burden which the countries of first entry are being forced to shoulder is excessive. It is now quite clear that these countries cannot cope
alone with such a large number of arrivals. The burden must be shared,
therefore.
On the other hand, it is also clear that some countries are reluctant to
accept the principle of compulsory resettlement without guarantees that
migratory flows will be brought under control once and for all.
Then there is the problem of secondary movements, which, I would like
to emphasise, are also a consequence of the current Dublin system. The
key to resolving this problem also lies in the overhaul of the asylum
system. Parliament therefore wants to see the whole asylum package approved without delay.
I would remind you that the Council has adopted a common position
on only five of the seven measures proposed by the Commission. Negotiations on these five proposals from the Dublin package are already at
an advanced stage, and those on the European Asylum Agency and the
overhaul of Eurodac are almost ready to be adopted. Parliament, therefore, has not wasted any time.
But on the two more controversial issues as well, the Dublin Regulation
(Wikström report) and asylum procedures (Ferrara report), as long ago
as November 2017 and April 2018 Parliament adopted by a wide majority a reform proposal which, as I stated in my recent letter to you, could
provide a sound basis for discussion.
The onus is now on you to find a common position on these two issues
as well and to open negotiations as soon as possible.
We are ready, and we are convinced that the necessary compromises
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can be found. The alternative is to disappoint the citizens of Europe and
offer an image of a Europe which is incapable of finding joint solutions.
For the European Parliament, the key point is the introduction of a solidarity-based mechanism. That mechanism can take any one of several
forms, provided that it is effective and it works.
We must also tackle the problem of migration at its roots. By 2050, the
population of Africa will have doubled to more than 2.5 billion. If we
fail to take action now, the hundreds of thousands of migrants we are
currently dealing with will turn into millions, all of them fleeing the instability and security affecting large parts of Africa and the Middle East
and problems such as terrorism, poverty, famine and climate change.
The consequences for Europe will be devastating.
We must use the next budget to fund an investment plan for Africa
which offers young Africans prospects and hope and thus a reason to
stay in their home countries. It has been calculated that we would need
at least EUR 40 billion, in order to attract EUR 500 billion in investment
over the next decade.
To conclude my remarks on this issue, please allow me, as a Roman,
to quote Titus Livius: Dum Romae consulitur, Saguntum expugnatur:
whilst Rome talks, Sagunto falls.
If we continue to talk without finding solutions, it will be the European
Union and its values which fall. Their conquerors will of course not be
migrants, but those who wish to tear down everything we built so painstakingly over the past 60 years.
Urgent decisions also need to be taken on the Multiannual Financial
Framework, in order to make the forthcoming negotiations easier.
It is quite clear that a budget amounting to only 1% of Europe’s gross
national income (GNI) will not go far.
The MFF being proposed by the Commission, not including the European Development Fund, in fact represents just 1.08 % of the GNI of the
EU27. That figure is not nearly ambitious enough and too far short of
the one proposed by the European Parliament (1.3 % of the GNI of the
27 Member States).
If this is to be the final figure, then we can forget any ambitions we may
have, since ambition alone is not enough. We need a budget commensurate with our ambitions if we are to realise them.
Otherwise, what will happen to protecting our farming industry, scheduling multi-annual investment in our regions and implementing the effective immigration policy we talked about? What will happen to security, defence and the plan for an innovative Europe?
This is why Parliament is hoping for – and has voted by an overwhelming majority for – an increase in resources.
I know that some Member States are actually in favour of an even smaller budget, and are calling for it not to exceed 1% of EU GNI. But it is
illogical to call for ‘more Europe’ and at the same time support cuts in
the EU budget. We see no realistic way of ‘doing more with less’.
We must also acknowledge that in many cases our stated aims can be
achieved more effectively by means of EU than by means of national
spending.
Parliament regards it as essential that the EU allocate funding to new
priorities such as migration and innovation, but this must not be at the
expense of the EU’s traditional policies or increase the pressure on its
citizens.
We warmly welcome the Commission’s proposal on new own resources,
which we see as a key means of offsetting the cost of the United Kingdom leaving the EU, and we hope that these will soon be supplemented
by the tax on digital platforms, which Parliament strongly advocates.
We believe in a very simple principle: the revenue generated by the EU’s
policies and activities must feed back into the EU budget.
It is not a question of having to choose between increasing Member
States’ contributions and imposing new taxes on their citizens. There
are a vast range of possible solutions in between. We must be creative.
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Take, for example, the tax on plastic. This is not actually a tax the public I view the agreement reached in early June on the Telecoms Code, like
will have to pay, but rather a means of reducing pollution whilst also the one on roaming, as a very positive development which will pave the
bolstering the EU budget.
way for new services that stimulate the competitiveness of the market
This is why expenditure and revenue must be discussed in parallel with and cut phone charges for the public. I can also inform you that last
one another. And, as you know, Parliament will not approve the MFF week Parliament’s Committee on Legal Affairs approved the negotiating
unless that condition is met.
mandate on copyright reform. Barring mishap, Parliament will confirm
As regards the timetable, I must repeat what I have already said: to that mandate at next week’s part-session. This is a first step towards tackbe convincing and to demonstrate our ability to act, we need to reach ling the challenges the internet can pose. In this digital age, we must
agreement on, and adopt, the best MFF we can before the European protect our content creators whilst guaranteeing broad access to creative
elections. If we do so, then all the sector-specific proposals can also be content and freedom of expression. The added value generated should
adopted quickly, which will mean that the new programmes can start on benefit the people who create the content, rather than just the web gi1 January 2021.
ants.
The European Parliament is ready and willing to launch formal or infor- A few weeks ago, Parliament, the Council and the Commission reached
mal talks and enter into negotiations at any time.
agreement on rules under which data can be stored and processed anyLadies and gentlemen,
where in the EU. By introducing the principle of the free movement of
The return to growth in all the Member States is encouraging. Howev- data, these new rules will help establish a competitive data economy that
er, in many EU regions youth unemployment remains particularly high could drive an increase in GDP of up to 4%.
and economic and social inequalities are widening. We must make ev- Lastly, on 31 May Parliament issued a mandate for the opening of negoery effort and carry out all the reforms required to support growth and tiations with the Council on European Civil Protection. This emphasises
employment.
just how seriously we take the situation of EU citizens affected by disasThe successful conclusion of the Support Programme for Greece marks ters. Let us hope that the negotiations are swift and successful.
another step towards a stronger, more cohesive and more inclusive Eu- Today you will also be discussing defence.
ropean Union. Parliament supports the process of consolidating growth I must say that I am very pleased with the agreement reached between
in Greece through measures to open up access to credit and foster com- Parliament and the Council in late May on the European Defence Induspetitiveness and investment.
trial Development Programme. This is an important move in support of
On 19 June, Parliament’s Committee on Economic and Monetary Af- the competitiveness of the European defence industry and its ability to
fairs approved the proposals on capital requirements and bank resolu- innovate. Parliament will vote on this matter next week.
tion mechanisms. This important package will stimulate the provision of It had repeatedly called on the Council, the Commission, the High Repcredit in the real economy by striking a better balance between growth resentative and the Member States to start working seriously on defence.
and stability. I hope that agreement can be reached with the Council For the first time, the Commission has created a specific budget headas quickly as possible and that, in parallel with risk reduction and risk ing devoted to defence. This is a crucial move towards guaranteeing the
sharing measures, this package can help to speed up completion of the security of the peoples of Europe, and one warmly welcomed by ParliaBanking Union and of the Capital Market.
ment.
Fair taxation of EU companies remains one of our priorities.
As you will know, on 13 June Parliament and the Council adopted their
On 15 March, Parliament adopted a resolution calling for the introduc- respective negotiating positions for the forthcoming informal trilogues
tion of a European minimum rate of corporation tax and for firms to on the screening of foreign direct investments in the European Union.
be taxed where they actually generate value. I hope that agreement can We need to establish a single legislative framework that acts as a point
be reached as soon as possible on ways of taxing the profits hidden by of reference for all the Member States and the Commission and specifies
means of the special deals offered to multinationals and Web giants.
the action to be taken on suspicious investments, and we must improve
Looking ahead to tomorrow’s Euro Summit, I should like to point out our arrangements for exchanging and sharing information.
that from the outset Parliament has championed a more efficient, trans- The proposal on the screening of direct investments in the EU is a key
parent and democratic form of economic governance.
part of this legislative package, and the EU institutions must reach
We welcome the proposals on enhanced fiscal capacity for the Union, agreement on it and enact it before the end of the Austrian Presidency.
on a European Finance Minister and on the conversion of the European In conclusion, a few words about Brexit.
Stability Mechanism into a European Monetary Fund, provided that the In recent months, progress has been made on significant aspects of the
Community method is employed to carry out these reforms.
withdrawal agreement. But progress is still needed, as a matter of urParliament is in favour of tangible reforms in support of growth, em- gency, on the problem of Ireland, on governance and on the issue of
ployment, convergence, and of effective tools to counter economic and the protection of intellectual property and indications of geographical
banking crises.
origin. In Parliament’s view, without an agreement on Ireland there can
If we are to become more competitive, we need to complete the single be no orderly Brexit, no transitional period and no trust, and trust must
market.
be the basis for our future relations.
Significant progress has been made towards establishing a single energy I should like to stress once more that close future relations with the
market. The agreements reached in recent months between Parliament United Kingdom are in the interests of the 27, but not at any price. Parand the Council on energy efficiency and renewables provide a sound liament will not accept solutions which would jeopardise the indivisiregulatory framework which can reconcile the needs of businesses with bility of the four fundamental freedoms and the Union’s decision-makthe imperative of protecting the environment. We must stimulate the ing autonomy. We are also keen to see the agreements which have been
kind of investment in sustainable energy that not only creates jobs, but reached on citizens’ rights applied in full.
also encourages the development of new technologies that can make us Thank you for your attention.
world leaders in this field. In the same vein, Parliament is hoping that
the negotiations on completing the electricity market can be concluded
as swiftly as possible.
Parliament is also working to complete the digital single market.
www.swan.rs
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EUROPEAN COUNCIL (ART. 50) MEETING
(29 JUNE 2018) – CONCLUSIONS
1. In light of the state of play presented by the Union negotiator, the
European Council welcomes the further progress made on parts of
the legal text of the Withdrawal Agreement. The European Council takes note, however, that other important aspects still need to
be agreed, including the territorial application of the Withdrawal
Agreement, notably as regards Gibraltar.
2. The European Council expresses its concern that no substantial
progress has yet been achieved on agreeing a backstop solution for
Ireland/Northern Ireland. It recalls the commitments undertaken
by the UK in this respect in December 2017 and March 2018, and
insists on the need for intensified efforts so that the Withdrawal
Agreement, including its provisions on transition, can be concluded as soon as possible in order to come into effect on the date of
withdrawal. It recalls that negotiations can only progress as long as
all commitments undertaken so far are respected in full.
3. Work must also be accelerated with a view to preparing a political declaration on the framework for the future relationship. This
requires further clarity as well as realistic and workable proposals
from the UK as regards its position on the future relationship. The
European Council reconfirms the principles set out in its guidelines and the position defined in March 2018. The European Council recalls that if the UK positions were to evolve, the Union will be
prepared to reconsider its offer in accordance with the principles
stated in the guidelines of 29 April and 15 December 2017 as well
as of 23 March 2018.
4. The European Council renews its call upon Member States,
Union institutions and all stakeholders to step up their work on
preparedness at all levels and for all outcomes.

EURO SUMMIT MEETING (29 JUNE 2018)
STATEMENT
In line with the Leaders’ Agenda and the outcome of its December
2017 meeting, welcoming national contributions, including the
one presented by France and Germany, the Euro Summit today
agreed on the following:
1. The agreement in the Council on the Banking package should
allow the co-legislators to adopt it before the end of the year while
preserving the overall balance. Adhering to all elements of the
2016 roadmap in the appropriate sequence, work should start on
a roadmap for beginning political negotiations on the European
Deposit Insurance Scheme.
2. The ESM will provide the common backstop to the Single Resolution Fund (SRF) and be strengthened working on the basis of all
elements of an ESM reform as set out in the letter of the Eurogroup
President. The Eurogroup will prepare the terms of reference of
the common backstop and agree on a term sheet for the further
development of the ESM by December 2018.
3. The Eurogroup will further discuss all the items mentioned in
the letter by the Eurogroup President.
4. The Euro Summit will come back to these issues in December
2018.
The Euro Summit welcomes the Eurogroup Statement of 21 June
2018 on the final disbursement of ESM financing to Greece and on
the medium-term debt relief measures, which successfully complete the financial assistance to Greece.
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REMARKS BY PRESIDENT DONALD TUSK ON THE
EUROPEAN COUNCIL MEETINGS OF 28-29 JUNE 2018
Brussels, June 28-29 2018 (www.consilium.europa.eu)
Good afternoon. We have just finished a long European Council with the
following outcomes.
As regards our deal on migration, it is far too early to talk about a success.
We have managed to reach an agreement in the European Council. But
this is in fact the easiest part of the task, compared to what awaits us on
the ground, when we start implementing it.
As for the text of our compromise, the leaders accepted three proposals I
put forward, that is disembarkation platforms outside Europe, a dedicated budgetary tool in the next MFF to combat illegal migration, as well as
boosting EU support for the Libyan Coast Guard. On top of that, we have
sent a clear message to all vessels, including those of NGOs, operating in
the Mediterranean, that they must respect the law and must not obstruct
the operation of the Libyan Coast Guard. This demonstrates our clear and
univocal support for the actions of the Maltese authorities.
Another part of the compromise is the Franco-Italian proposal of controlled centres on EU territory, in countries that are willing to build them.
All the measures in the context of these centres, including relocation and
resettlement, will be taken on a voluntary basis.
Last but not least, we agreed to launch the next tranche of financing for
Turkey and to transfer 500 million euros of development money to the
EU Trust Fund for Africa.
Moving on to this morning’s proceedings. The Euro Summit agreed, as
promised in December, to progress on the completion of the Banking
Union and to strengthen the European Stability Mechanism, including by
providing the backstop to the single resolution fund. This reform of the
EMU will strengthen the euro, and as a result, also our Union. In turbulent times, this is welcome news for all Europeans.
On Brexit. The EU27 has taken note of what has been achieved so far.
However, there is a great deal of work ahead, and the most difficult tasks
are still unresolved. If we want to reach a deal in October we need quick
progress. This is the last call to lay the cards on the table.
Before concluding, let me thank my good friend, Prime Minister Boyko
Borissov, for the outstanding and effective Bulgarian Presidency. You and
your team have done a truly remarkable job. Including on the Sofia Summit, which was a historic moment in terms of our relations with the Western Balkans. Thank you very much, Boyko.
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“THE WIND IS BACK
IN EUROPE’S SAILS”

ustria formally took over the six-month Presidency of the Council of the European Union from Bulgaria on July 1st. In which
tangible ways was the Bulgarian presidency successful, and did representatives of the Republic of Bulgaria introduce some new topics and ideas to EU policies, particularly with regard to the current
needs and challenges facing the Union, but also in light of the need
to redefine the projection of the EU’s future, which is again current
following Brexit?
After eleven years of challenges, during which we had to learn how to
work with 27 different partners, how to contribute to making the right
decisions and how to determine the right direction, Bulgaria took on
the rotating presidency during a complex but very interesting period.
After 2017 - which can be called the “year of ideas” for the future for the
European Union, 2018 is the “year of decisions” - decisions that cannot
be taken easily, decisions that must not only combine many and diverse
interests, but must also be wise and visionary, in order to ensure a better
and safer life for Europeans.
In Jean Claude Juncker’s speech on the state of the Union, delivered in
September 2017, it was often mentioned that the wind is back in Europe’s sails. It was this wind that created the conditions for new opportunities, allowing higher ambitions of the Bulgarian presidency. But let
me remind your readers of what Seneca said: “If a man does not know to
what port he is steering, no wind is favourable to him.” (Ignoranti quem
portum petat nullus suus ventus est.)
Careful selection of the priorities of the rotating Presidency of the
Council of the EU is one of the preconditions for achieving positive
results. The Bulgarian presidency set a complicated and difficult, but
extremely important, priority for the EU, for the Balkan countries and
for the whole world – the European perspective and connectivity of the
Western Balkans. In my opinion, the Western Balkans priority is “the
seal” of the first Bulgarian rotating presidency. This is our specific priority – indeed, specific priorities are what distinguish one presidency
from others.
Obviously, it is very difficult, if not impossible, for a presidency to present a new initiative and implement it fully by the end of a six-month
period. It is only a “presidential moment” in the process of European
integration. But Bulgaria managed to awaken the EU to the Balkans by
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stressing the need to protect Western Balkan countries against internal
instability. The accumulation of too much “enlargement fatigue” in the
EU has led to “accession fatigue” in the Western Balkans. The Bulgarian
Presidency exerted efforts to overcome this “fatigue” and restore energy
and dynamics. The Bulgarian Presidency conveyed to European leaders
a message about the need to learn from history and to turn the Western
Balkans into a geopolitical priority for the EU. I hope Austria will continue to work on this priority. As Albert Einstein, the king of formulas,
often repeated: “Where there is a will, there is a way.”
Bulgaria has been a full member of the EU for more than a decade.
Serbia currently has EU membership candidate status and is in the
process of negotiating accession. In parallel with this, the Serbian
state and society are also undergoing wholesale reform. The dominant opinion among a section of the Serbian public is that Bulgaria – along with other Eastern European countries – was granted EU
membership by Western European leaders for political reasons,
as opposed to being due to the implementing of deep reforms and
adopting of European standards. Could you familiarise our readers
more closely with the boldest and most painful areas of social reform
that Bulgarian citizens were forced to confront, not only during the
European integration process, but also during the preceding democratic transition process?
According to the prevailing opinion, the enlargement of the European
Union to include 12 new member countries between 2004 and 2007 is
one of the most important European projects for the achievement of
peace, stability prosperity, and its realisation represents a huge success
for the unification of Europe. Simultaneously, the accession of 12 new
states, 10 of which were former socialist states, was a unique process
accompanied by numerous difficulties. Bulgaria had to move in parallel
from a planned socialist economy to a market economy while preparing for accession to the European Union. Many enterprises that worked
mainly for the Soviet market proved to be ineffective and were closed.
Unemployment was high and incomes dropped sharply. Blocks of the
Kozloduy Nuclear Power Plant had to be shut down. The transition to
a market economy was extremely painful for low-educated people. It
should be emphasised that the overall transformation of the society was
necessary for the renewal of the state, not because of the prospects of
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“The Bulgarian Presidency conveyed to European leaders a message about the
need to learn from history and to turn the Western Balkans into a geopolitical
priority for the EU. I hope Austria will continue to work on this priority.”

EU membership. The prospect of membership was only an incentive to
accelerate the conducting of reforms.
At the same time, we should note that the pre-accession process of
the Western Balkan candidate countries has been evolving in a different environment. The period in which Central and Eastern European
countries were acceding to the EU was a time of hope, expectations and
enthusiasm. And, in this respect, EU accession per se was a sufficient
argument for these countries to carry out the painful reforms. For the
citizens of CEE countries, this was a time of sacrifice and great difficulties. At the same time, public opinion in candidate countries during that
period was markedly pro-European, as these countries’ citizens could
not see any other alternative to EU membership that would enable them
to strengthen democracy and establish stability and prosperity.
What are the greatest tangible benefits that Bulgarian citizens received, and still receive, as a result of their country’s EU membership; which specific opportunities would you highlight for Serbian
citizens?
Before talking about the benefits, I would like to recall that the past is always filled with lessons, if only we can interpret them and apply the conclusions drawn from them. To quote Konrad Adenauer “To look back
into the past only makes sense if it serves the future”. For my generation,
the European Union represents the end of the Cold War, the fall of the
Berlin Wall; it is the end of visas and long, humiliating queues at the
doorstep of the Western Embassies; it means free travel and the Single
Market. For my generation, European unity is the reality of a dream of
peace, freedom and democracy coming true. I have the impression that
most of us Europeans are forgetting the lessons of history. We should
never forget that the European Union has been, and remains, a peace
project. The EU is the most incredible and successful peace project in
human history.
From the mid-1990s, the prospect of joining the European Union shaped
the socio-economic and political transformation of Bulgaria. EU membership symbolised the “return to Europe”, and membership prospects
stimulated this transformation. It re-established a normal society - open
markets, democratic institutions and new opportunities. According to
opinion polls, the greatest advantage of Bulgaria’s membership in the
EU is the opportunity to find a job, study in the EU and access EU funds.
I think that there are also two other very important benefits: first, Bulgaria needed pressure to implement reforms and the European Union
played this important role. I can’t imagine where we would be without
the European Union; second, with membership we received a “chair and
a microphone” at the European table, and we can use them.
I think Serbian citizens want the same as Bulgarians - they want a clear
future, job opportunities and personal development; they want clear
rules for business and an administration working in the service of taxpayers; they want a functioning, fair and competent judicial system;
they want transparency and morality in politics. Or, in short, they want
a modern state.
The EU accession process is chiefly presented in terms of “opening and
closing negotiation chapters”, and the progress achieved by individual
countries is measured, first and foremost, via the regular reports of the
European Commission; while, at the same time, the major objective is
to compel the relevant countries to respond to observations and recommendations included in those reports. The presenting of EU membership as a strategic objective and the attainment of this objective – as fully-fledged European integration - usually give rise to false expectations.
In actuality, the people have to be aware that EU membership is merely
an instrument for attaining the genuine objective, i.e. transforming the
country into a free, democratic and prosperous state, with well-established rule of law.
How do you see Bulgaria, the Balkans and the EU in… not five years,
but precisely in 2025?
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To quote Henry Ford “Coming together is a beginning; keeping together
is progress; working together is success..” The most important question
for the future of Bulgaria, the Balkans and the EU is: How can we continue not only to be together, but also to work successfully together?
There is a common saying about family firms: “The first generation does
the work; the second generation goes into expansion – and the third
fritters it all away”. I don’t think we’re going to do that.
The future of the European Union depends on several preconditions
involving an adequate response to the realities of the 21st century: an
ability to adapt quickly to new developments in the world; an ability to
compete and not forget that the EU economy operates on a global market that includes many other players; an ability to be flexible; an ability
to think comprehensively not only at the European level, but also at the
world level. I am a supporter of the policy of smart integration, which
should reflect both specific national interests and countries’ obligations
deriving from European integration.
My European dream is to see a genuinely united and prosperous Europe
in 2025. I hope by 2025 not to call our region the “Western Balkans”, but
rather the “European Balkans”. Let my dreams come true!
I will conclude with a quote from the Altiero Spinelli’s “The Manifesto
Photo: EC
of Ventotene”:
“The road to pursue is neither easy nor certain. But it must be followed,
and it will be!!”
And to conclude, Professor Shikova, how do you personally combat
Euroscepticism?
It is obvious that the only way to save the European project is to invest in a Union that delivers on our citizens’ needs, but also on our citizens’ dreams, because life is not only composed of needs. People don’t
accept technocratic solutions. They don’t accept the European Union
as a law-making machine. To quote Jacques Delors - “Nobody falls in
love with a Common Market”. The European Union is not a building in
Brussels, it is not an institution. The European Union is the community
of us Europeans working together. To quote Antoine de Saint-Exupery
“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up people to collect wood and
don’t assign them tasks and work, but rather teach them to long for the
endless immensity of the sea.”
In the age of “post-truth politics” that play with people’s emotions, we
can argue that the European Union suffers from an emotional deficit.
Not enough has been done to present European integration as an emotionally seductive project. The populists use powerful national myths
very successfully. The EU doesn’t have at its disposal any powerful myths
that could increase the enthusiasm of citizens. To quote former Italian
finance minister Tommaso Padoa Schioppa - “Europe should not only
persuade the brains, it should again win the hearts.” I personally do my
best to explain and convince that “United we stand strong”, and to win
hearts for the European idea.
By Boris Velkov

P

rof. Ingrid Shikova, PhD is founder of the European Studies Department at Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”. She is an
expert in the area of EU policies. Prof. Shikova has devoted her entire professional career to European integration. She has specialized
at the College of Europe in Bruges, the University of Limerick, Ireland, the Netherlands Economic Institute in Rotterdam, the Royal
Institute of International Relations in London, etc. Prof. Shikova has
been Director of the Centre for European Studies and also an adviser to the European Commission Representation. Prof. Shikova
was decorated for her contribution to the development of European
studies in Bulgaria with the highest distinction of the University - an
honorary sign with a blue ribbon. At present she is Head of “Jean
Monnet” Centre of Excellence at the European Studies Department
of the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski”.
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WESTERN BALKANS SUMMIT IN LONDON:
BUILDING STRONGER LINKS
WITHIN THE REGION AND WITH THE EU

London, July 10, 2018 (European Commission)

A

t the London Summit on the Western Balkans, the EU is continuing to strengthen cooperation with the region, with a clear
commitment and concrete measures, focussing on the three key areas
of cooperation: economy, security and reconciliation.
Heads of Government, Foreign Ministers and Ministers of Interior from
the Western Balkans together with their counterparts from several EU
Member States and high-level EU representatives are meeting yesterday
and today in London to continue strengthening regional cooperation
between the six partners of the Western Balkans, as well as between the
region and the EU, to further advance the European integration process
of the Western Balkans.
Representing the EU at the summit, High Representative/Vice-President Federica Mogherini said: “In these years we have been all working
together to draw the region closer and closer to the European Union,
politically, economically and security-wise. And we have seen remarkable results, solutions to the most difficult bilateral issues. The Western
Balkans are steadily moving forward. And today we reconfirm that we
are together with the region on that path, sharing the commitment towards our common future“.
Johannes Hahn, Commissioner for European Neighbourhood Policy and Enlargement Negotiations, and Commissioner for the Security
Union Julian Kingare also attending the summit.
Increasing economic stability
In the area of socioeconomic development, the focus will be on the further implementation of the action plan to establish a Regional Economic Area as agreed in Trieste last year, which aims at boosting the attractiveness of the region to encourage investment and foster trade, thereby
creating jobs. One year into the implementation of the action plan, the
region has already witnessed an uptick in intraregional trade. Discussions will also cover digital skills, as a follow-up to the Digital Agenda
for the Western Balkans adopted in June in Sofia.
Participants will consider ways to step up financing for SMEs and startups, including through the mobilisation of non-banking financing. They
will also exchange on the need for the region to engage in its energy
transition and better exploit the substantial hydropower potential in the
region in a sustainable fashion.
To support these objectives the European Commission, in cooperation
with partner financial institutions, is putting forward a new guarantee instrumentthat will be launched in early 2019 under the Western
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Balkans Investment Framework. With an initial EU
commitment of up to €150 million in 2019-2020, the
guarantee will aim to leverage up to €1 billion in investments into sustainable socio-economic development and regional integration. The guarantee will allow sharing financial risk to unlock private investment
in a broad range of sectors such as start-ups and SMEs,
climate finance and infrastructure investments, as well
as digital and social sectors, thus tackling key bottlenecks hampering access to finance in the region.
Strengthening security cooperation
Yesterday, leaders already looked into ways to deepen
cooperation in addressing shared security challenges,
including fight against terrorism, radicalisation, cyberattacks, organised crime and firearms trafficking,
between the Western Balkans and the EU. The summit will be an opportunity for increasing cooperation among law enforcement agencies in the Western
Balkans, including on information sharing. The link
Photo: www.gov.uk
between corruption and security was discussed and
representatives of the Western Balkans reiterated their
commitment to tackle corruption.
Facilitating political cooperation
Regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations are at the heart of
the countries’ path to the EU, which also entails achieving lasting and
sincere reconciliation. Ministers will exchange views on bilateral and
legacy issues such as war crimes and missing persons. The EU supports
the involvement of Western Balkans youth – youth cooperation is key to
increase regional connectivity – in many EU projects, such as the Marie Skłodowska-Curie Actions, the Creative Europe and Erasmus+ programmes, and the Youth in Action window animated by the South East
Europe Resource Centre (SALTO). Furthermore, the Regional Youth
Cooperation Office (RYCO) will present its latest achievements and its
Strategic Plan 2019-2021 for promoting reconciliation and cooperation
between the youth in the region.
Background
The London Summit is part of the Berlin process, an initiative from several EU Member States aiming at supporting efforts towards strengthening regional cooperation and the European integration of the Western
Balkans.
The summit comes after the European Commission published earlier
this year its strategy on “A credible enlargement perspective for and
enhanced EU engagement with the Western Balkans”, the EU-Western
Balkans summit in Sofia on 17 May, and the June European Council, all
of which confirm the credible enlargement perspective for the Western
Balkans.
Heads of Government, Foreign Ministers, and Ministers of the Interior
of the Western Balkans and their counterparts from eight EU Member
States (Austria, Bulgaria, Croatia, France, Germany, Italy, Slovenia and
the UK) will participate. As the next chair of the Berlin Process and host
of the 2019 summit, representatives from Poland will also be present, as
well as those of Greece.
Ahead of the summit, Commissioner Hahn attended many events including the Economy Ministers’ Meeting (conclusions are available
here), the meeting with the EU and the Western Balkans Foreign Ministers and the Question Time event with the Ministers, youth and representatives of civil society as well as the event “Beyond Berlin: What Does
the Next Decade Hold for the Western Balkans?“. Commissioner King
met with the EU and Western Balkans Ministers of Interior and spoke
at the session on “Cross-cutting security issues”, focusing in particular
on the EU’s cooperation with Western Balkan partners in the area of
counter-terrorism, cybercrime and radicalisation.

www.swan.rs

July - August 2018

Page 15

SWANKY
TOPIC

LONDON SUMMIT CONCLUDES
WITH THE MEETING OF THE
PRIME MINISTERS
12.07.2018 (EWB)

P

rime Ministers of Albania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, Macedonia, Montenegro and Serbia met on 10th of July at the fifth Western Balkans Summit in the context of the Berlin Process.
As on previous occasions, leaders of Austria, Germany, Croatia, France,
Italy, Slovenia and United Kingdom also participated, as well as numerous representatives of the European Union, including High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy. Apart from
them, at this year’s Summit Prime Ministers of Poland and Greece also
took part, together with Prime Minister of Bulgaria, the country that
hosted EU-Western Balkans Summit earlier this year.
This meeting was the final event of the London Summit, which included
meetings of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, Minsters of Interior and Security Affairs, as well as Ministers of Economy and Finance. The Summit
also included a number of sideline-meetings, such as the one between
Prime Ministers of Albania and Greece, Rama and Tsipras, about bilateral issues.
Summit’s host, British Prime Minister Theresa May, stated that history
has shown that a secure and stable Western Balkans means a secure and
stable Europe. Therefore, she announced an ambitious package of mea-
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Photo: pretsedatel.mk
sures aimed at helping the region in achieving
collective
security, stability and ability to tackle future threats.
May said that her country’s decision to leave the EU did
not mean that London would lose its role in the region,
reports N1.
German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Berlin Process Initiator, emphasised that from now on the main goal is reinforcing the relations between the countries of the region,
which can be achieved through infrastructural projects,
economic cooperation as well as youth exchanges.
She added that every host country gave the Process a new
dimension.
In the light of that statement, Polish Prime Minister Mateusz Morawiecki, whose country should host the next
year’s Summit, said that Poland is ready to share its experiences about the accession process with “our Balkan
friends.”
High Representative of the Union Federica Mogherini
emphasised that the Western Balkans is moving strongly
forward and that it has a strong EU support in its path.
“Throughout the years we have worked together on moving this region closer to the EU, in political, economic
and security sense. And we have seen significant results,
solutions for the most difficult bilateral questions. Western Balkans is moving safely forward. And today we confirm once again that we share the dedication to common
future”, she said.
Serbia’s Prime Minister Ana Brnabić highlighted the importance of regional economic growth and lowering of
the unemployment rate among young people as well as
brain drain, together with strengthening the rule of law
and continuing structural reforms.
Prime Minster of Montenegro Duško Marković thanked
Prime Minster May for her support in dealing with the
challenges to Montenegro’s European and Euro-Atlantic
Perspective. He also proposed the founding of Regional
Institute for Sustainable Technologies.
Two documents were signed at the meeting, published on
the official site of British Government. The first one, Joint
Declaration on Regional Cooperation and Good Neighbourly Relations in the Framework of Berlin Process, welcomed the positive development in solving of bilateral disputes.
Participants of the meeting especially congratulated Prime Minsters
Zaev and Tsipras on the agreement on the new name of the Republic of
North Macedonia, signed last month in Prespa.
“It must be said that the Republic of Macedonia has a special place at
this year’s EU Summit on the Western Balkans. With the agreement
reached, the Macedonian-Greek name dispute and strategic partnership with Greece, as well as the date for negotiations with the European
Union, our country has been recognized as a leader in the region in
terms of foreign policy and bilateral issues and heritage from the past”,
said Macedonia’s Prime Minster Zoran Zaev.
“The way in which our country closed the open issues with all neighbours is a model for a successful story that welcomed the entire democratic world, and especially our neighbours and our partners in the
European Union”, he added.
The second document signed was the Joint Declaration on War Crimes
and Missing Persons in the Framework of the Berlin Process. It emphasises the great importance of finding the missing persons at the territory
of former Yugoslavia, clarifying the circumstances of their disappearance and bringing those responsible to justice.
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BERLIN PROCESS
T

he Berlin Process is an initiative aimed at stepping up regional cooperation in the Western Balkans and aiding the integration of these
countries into the European Union. It was launched on August 28, 2014,
by the German Chancellor Angela Merkel.
The goals of the Process were outlined in the Final Declaration by the
German Chair: “To make additional real progress in the reform process,
in resolving outstanding bilateral and internal issues, and in achieving
reconciliation within and between the societies in the region”, as well as
to enhance “regional economic cooperation and lay the foundations for
sustainable growth”.
The Process is taking place with support of the European Commission,
international financial institutions and the Member States involved in the
Process – Austria, Croatia, France, Germany, Italy, Slovenia and the United Kingdom. It is supplementary to the individual countries’ institutional
EU integration process, based on the adoption of the acquis communautaire.
The Process’s connectivity agenda refers to linking the people (social dim e n - sion), economies
(economic dimension) and states (political dimension) of the
region.
Within
this agenda, the
Process
has
thus far yielded initiatives
and projects
in the fields of
transport and infrastructure, economic
connectivity,
youth cooperation and cooperation among businesses and among the
civil societies of the Western Balkans. It also inspired intergovernmental
cooperation through entities set up during its course: the Regional Youth
Cooperation Office (RYCO), the Western Balkans Chambers Investment
Forum (WBCIF) and the Western
Balkans Fund (WBF).
Alongside the meetings of the highest
governmental officials (Western Balkan Summit Series),
the Berlin Process encompasses the meetings
of the representatives
of regional civil society
organisations (Civil Society Forum of the Western Balkan Summit Series), youth organisations
(Youth Forum) and business associations (Business
Forum).
Source: www.gov.uk
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JOINT DECLARATIONS ON REGIONAL
COOPERATION AND GOOD
NEIGHBOURLY RELATIONS SIGNED
AT THE LEADERS
MEETING IN LONDON
Photo: www.bundeskanzlerin.de

12.07.2018 (www.gov.uk)

J

oint Declarations on Regional Cooperation and Good Neighbourly
Relations and on War Crimes and Missing Persons in the Framework of the Berlin Process, signed by the Heads of Government
during Summit in London, have commended positive progress in
resolving bilateral disputess and welcomed continuing of stocktakes
in Vienna and Skopje in the next six months.

At the Western Balkans Summit Leaders Meeting on July 10th, all
Berlin Process participants agreed that, in order to prosper in the
future, they needed to continue to deal with the legacy of the past. To

that end, all 14 Berlin Process participants signed the Joint Declaration
on Regional Cooperation and Good Neighbourly Relations in the Framework of the Berlin Process, looking forward to future annual reports from
governments of the Western Balkans on further progress.
Noting the February 2018 EU Commission strategy for credible enlargement perspective and enhanced EU engagement with Western Balkans,
Declaration also commits the region to overcome the legacy of the past
and to solve outstanding billateral issues “as a matter of urgency”.
It has also commended the historic agreement signed by Foreign Minister of Macedonia Nikola Dimitrov and Foreign Minister of Greece Nikos
Kotzias on the Name Issue, signing of the Treaty on Friendship, Good
Neighbourliness and cooperation signed by PM of Bulgaria Borissov
and PM of Macedonia Zaev, its subsequent ratification during Vienna
Summit and the contribution of the civil society in improving regional
cooperation.
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WB SUMMIT:
CIVIL SOCIETY AT THE
FOREIGN MINISTERS’
CONFERENCE
09.07.2018 (www.gov.uk)

I

n the framework of this year’s Western Balkans Summit in
London, the Foreign and Commonwealth Office (FCO) has
organised the Foreign Ministers’ Conference with the participation of the Western Balkan civil society and youth representatives (Civil Society and Youth Forum). The meeting, which
is taking place today, will be an opportunity for these Balkan
non-state
actors to present their views on
the main Summit topics.

The FCO invited the regional civil society to the Ministerial
meeting taking into account the great contribution that the
Civil Society Forum (CSF) had in shaping the priorities for
discussion at the Summit. As a continuation of this cooperation, at today’s conference with the Western Balkan Ministers
of Foreign Affairs and EU officials, they will be discussing the
prospects of youth in the region, the future of the Berlin Process, discrimination, and the media freedom.
In the run-up to the Western Balkans Summit, the CSF has
contributed to the content and outcomes of this high-level
meeting through the provision of expert inputs from the Balkan think-tanks and policy-oriented CSOs on the topics of
the Summit – security, economic stability, gender equality and
post-conflict legacy. This expertise, compiled in the form of
the CSF Policy Briefs, along with the CSF Working Groups’
Recommendations, became an integral part of the working
materials for the Summit, making civil society an official part
of the decision-making in the Berlin Process.
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NEXT YEAR’S BERLIN PROCESS
SUMMIT TO BE HELD IN POZNAŃ
19.07.2018 (www.gov.uk)

D

eputy Ambassador of Republic of Poland to Serbia, Mr Andrzej Kindziuk, announced today that his country will host the
next year’s Berlin Process Summit in the city of
Poznań, due to its economic and historical significance. The announcement came during the
event on the future of Berlin Process, organised by the European Western Balkans portal.
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EXIT IS AN AWARD-WINNING SUMMER MUSIC
FESTIVAL WHICH IS HELD AT THE PETROVARADIN
FORTRESS IN THE CITY OF NOVI SAD, SERBIA. IT
WAS OFFICIALLY PROCLAIMED AS THE ‘BEST MAJOR
EUROPEAN FESTIVAL’ AT THE EU FESTIVAL AWARDS,
WHICH WERE HELD IN GRONINGEN IN JANUARY
2014 AND 2018, WHILE ITS MONTENEGRIN
EDITION SEA DANCE FESTIVAL WON THE “BEST
MID-SIZED EUROPEAN FESTIVAL” AWARD IN 2015.
THE EU FESTIVAL AWARD IS CONSIDERED AS ONE
OF THE MOST PRESTIGIOUS FESTIVAL AWARDS IN
THE WORLD.

JULY 4-7

Photo: www.exitfest.org

EXIT ONCE AGAIN VOTED BEST MAJOR
FESTIVAL BY EUROPEAN FESTIVAL
AWARDS!

E

XIT was once again crowned Best Major Festival at the 9th annual
European Festival Awards, that took place at Groningen’s De Oosterport in The Netherlands last night. EXIT’s won the Grand Prix in
fierce competition comprising of over 350 festivals in 35 countries, that
included all the major players in Europe. EXIT has been shortlisted in
record-breaking three categories including the main Best Major Festival
award, Promoter of the Year and the Take a Stand award for social activism. All the other festivals organized by EXIT team such as Sea Dance in
Montenegro, Sea Star in Croatia and Revolution in Romania were also
shortlisted in their respected categories, the best mid-sized, the best new
and the best small festival. The artist who won the hearts of the audience
at EXIT in 2017, Rag’n’Bone Man, was voted Newcomer of the Year.
EXIT Festival founder, Dušan Kovačević, was overwhelmed saying: “It
is a truly remarkable success to win the most important festival award
in the world again after only four years, let alone in the most important
category, among the greatest European and world festivals with budgets 10 times greater than ours. EXIT Summer of Love 2017, comprising
four festivals in Serbia, Croatia, Montenegro and Romania, with over
350,000 visitors, will have its place in the festival’s history. An exceptional year is behind us, and for the year in front of us we have even greater
plans. We are starting the new winter festival at the Olympic mountain
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in Bosnia, while EXIT is preparing its best edition in its almost 20-year
history. This award will be a driving force to excell in all aspects!”
EXIT’s competition for the award were other European festival giants,
such as Tomorrowland, Sziget Festival, Lowlands and Wacken Open
Air. This is the second time EXIT has been voted Best Major Festival
at European Festival Awards since they were established in 2010, while
every year it is shortlisted in this category. EXIT won its first Best Major
Festival award at European Festival Awards in 2013, while in 2007 it
was voted the Best European (overseas) festival at the British Festival
Awards. Winners are chosen by audiences from across Europe, together
with an expert committee with standout individuals from the festival
industry. The list of winners can be found at the official website.
This year, EXIT Team presents the greatest festival undertaking so far,
dubbed EXIT Freedom 2018, comprised of five festivals in five countries. Lead by the officially Best Major Festival in Europe, EXIT, the one
to start things off is Festival 84 on Jahorina. What follows are Sea Star
and Revolution as an introduction for the greatest gathering at the location of the title defender, Petrovaradin fortress. The end of the summer
is reserved for Sea Dance, who won the best festival up to 40,000 visitors
three years ago. Apart from EXIT, Sea Dance, Sea Star and Revolution
were in the final of their respective categories.
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INTERNATIONAL JAZZ FESTIVAL

SOME OF THE BEST PERFORMERS that performed
on Nišville Jazz Festival: Solomon Burke, Billy Cobham,
Benny Golson, Tom Harrell, Original Blues Brothers
Band, Ron Carter, Hans & Candy Dulfer, Randy Brecker, Miroslav Vitous, Mingus Dynasty, Dr Donald Byrd,
Manu Dibango, Stanley Jordan, Richard Galliano, Reggie
Workman, Jimmy Cobb, Blues Brothers Band, Rosenberg
trio, Larry Coryell, Lenny White, Victor Bailey, De Phazz,
Terje Rypdal, Incognito, Sly Dunbar & Robbie Sheakspeare, Rick Margitza, Philip Catherine, Grace Kelly,
Mungo Jerry Blues Band, Jamie Davis, Joe „Mr Defunkt“
Bowie, Yehia Khalil, Miles Griffith, Denise Jannah, Aria
Hendricks, Bemshi Shearer, Ivo Papasov, Sun Ra Arkestra, Monty Alexander...

LISA SIMONE

THE MANHATTAN TRANSFER

NIŠVILLE STAGES:
EARTH/SKY STAGE
MIDNIGHT JAZZ DANCE STAGE
RIVER STAGE
YOUTH STAGE
OPEN STAGE
MUSEUM STAGE
KRISTINA STAGE
AIR STAGE
JAZZ FOR KIDS
WELCOME STAGE
MOVIE STAGE

AUGUST 3-12

NIŠVILLE JAZZ FESTIVAL IS A PUBLIC
MANIFESTATION OF NIŠ, AND WITH A
DECISION OF MINISTRY OF CULTURE OF
THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA IS MARKED AS
AN EVENT OF ”NATIONAL IMPORTANCE”.
NIŠVILLE ALSO GETS AWARD ”BEST FROM
SERBIA” IN 2011. ALSO, NIŠVILLE GOT
AWARD ”TOURIST FLOWER” AS THE BEST
MANIFESTATION IN NIŠ.
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RÓISÍN MURPHY

T

he first that comes on mind when it comes to August in Belgrade is Beer Fest. Usce Park will again be the most popular
entertainment zone from the 15th to the 19th August with quality
music and a lot of beer. For five days, the 16th Beer Fest organizes
a total of 62 concerts in three stages. Star of this year’s summer city
manifestation No. 1 is pop singer and artist Roisin Murphy.

THE STRANGLERS

BELGRADE YOUTH
CENTER
Concerts on the Wall (Zidicu)
Open air concerts at 20:00h
Sat. Aug. 4th | Harlekin
Sat. Aug. 11th | The Bite
Sat. Aug. 18th | The Cockblockers

August 9 - 12
GUČA TRUMPET FESTIVAL

also known
as the Dragačevski sabor trubača (Serbian), is an annual brass
band festival in the town of Guča, near Čačak city in Dragačevo,
region of western Serbia. Guča is a three-hour car journey from
Belgrade.
Half million visitors from Serbia and the world come to the
town of 2,000 citizens each August.
Elimination heats earlier in the year mean only a few dozen
bands get to compete.
That events features previous winners, each bands getting to
play three tunes while folk dancers, all kitted out in bright knitting patterns, dance kolo and oro in front of a hyped-up audience.
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Special services
Police - 192
Fire Department - 193
Ambulance - 194
Exact time - 195
Telegrams by telephone - 1961
International calls - 1901
Military emergency - 1976
Phone line malfunction - 19771
Information center - 1985
AMSS help on road - 1987
Phone numbers - 1988
Express Mail Service (EMS) - 19809
Wake-up service - 19811
Various information - 19812
Sport information - 19814
Military Police – 19860
Mobile Telephony
TELENOR
Bulevar umetnosti 16a
www.telenor.rs
062 and 063 networks
Call center (00-24) 063-9863
MTS
Cara Dušana 58
www.mts.telekom.rs
064 and 065 networks
Call center (00-24) 064-789
VIP MOBILE
Omladinskih brigada 21
www.vipmobile.rs
060 and 061 networks
Call center: 060-1234

Useful phones and links
Students’ Cultural Center, Kralja Milana 48/I
Bul. Zorana Đinđića 152а, 3602-009 и 2609527, www.skc.org.rs
Foreign Cultural Centres
American Corner, Makedonska 22 (Dom omladine, 1st Floor), Tel: +381 113227 694. Open:
Mon-Fri. 10-20, Sat. 10-14.
Austrian Cultural Forum, Kneza Sime Markovića 2, Tel: +381 11 3336 500. Open: Mon-Fri.
10-12, Sat. 14-16.
British Council, Terazije 8 (1st Floor), Tel: +381
113023 800. Open: Mon-Fri. 10-13.
French Cultural Institute, Kneza Mihaila 31,
Tel: +381 11 3023 600. Open: Mon-Fri. 9-17.
Goethe-Institut, Kneza Mihaila 50, Tel: +381 11
3031 810. Open: Mon-Thu. 9-17, Fri. 9-14:30.
Italian Cultural Institute, Kneza Miloša 56,
Tel:+381 11 3629 435. Open: Mon-Fri. 10-16.
Instituto Cervantes,Čika Ljubina 19,Tel: +381
11 3034 182. Open: Mon-Thu.11-19, Fri-Sat.
11-15.
Iranian Cultural Centre, Neznanog junaka 32,
Tel: +381 11 3672 564.
Russian House, Kraljice Natalije 33, Tel: +381
11 2642 178, www.ruskidom.rs

Theatres
Atelje 212, Svetogorska 21, +381 11 3246 146,
www.atelje212.rs
Belgrade Drama Theatre, Mileševska 64a
+381 11 283 51 11, www.bdp.rs
Bitef, Square Mira Trailović 1, +381 11 32 20
176, www.bitef.rs
National Theatre, Republic Square,
Belgrade guide
+381 11 3281 333, www.narodnopozoriste.rs
Interactive maps of Belgrade:
Terazije Theatre, Terazije 29, +381 11 33 02 650
www.planplus.rs, www.infograd.rs
www.pozoristeterazije.com
Tourism Organisation of Serbia - TOS: Čika
Theatre and Opera Madlenianum, Glavna 32,
Ljubina 8 (1st Floor), Tel: +381 11 6557 100,
Zemun, +381 11 316 25 33,
Open: Mon-Fri 9- 20, Sat. 9-17, Sun. 10-16.
www.operatheatremadlenianum.com
www.serbia.travel
Yugoslav Drama Theatre, Kralja Milana 50,
Lifestyle Serbia: lifestyle.serbia.travel
+381 11 30 61 957, www.jdp.rs
Tourism Organisation of Belgrade - TOB:
Zvezdara Theatre, Milana Rakića 38,
Kneza Mihaila 5, Tel: +381 11 2635 622, Open: +381 11 24 19 664, www.zvezdarateatar.rs
Mon-Sat. 9-21, Sun. 10-15. www.tob.rs
Tourist Guides Association: Dečanska 8a (5th Art Museums
floor), Tel: +381 113230 566,
National Museum
www.guides-serbia.com
Trg republike 1a
Belgrade Alternative Guide,
tel. +381 11 330 6000, www.narodnimuzej.rs
www.belgradealtguide.com
Museum of Applied Arts
Lost&Found: Makedonska 42 (Municipality
Vuka Karadžića 18
building), Tel: 3+381 11300 672. Open: Mon- tel. +381 11 2626 494, www.mpu.org.rs
Fri. 8-15:30.
Museum of Modern Art
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Ušće bb, tel. +381 11 311 5713
Serbia: Kneza Miloša 24-26, Tel: +381 11 3616 www.msub.org.rs
333. www.mfa.gov.rs/en/consular-affairs
Zepter Museum
Foreign Citizens’ Residence Registration, Savs- Knez Mihailova 42
ka 35, Tel: +381 11 3618 964.
tel. +381 11 328 3339, www.zeptermuseum.rs
Cultural Centres
Belgrade Cultural Center, Knez Mihailova 6/I,
262-2071, www.kcb.org.rs
Belgrade Youth Center, Makedonska 22, 3248202, www.domomladine.org
Pinki-Zemun Cultural and Sports Center, Zemun, Gradski park 2, 3771-650,
www.pinki-zemun.co.rs
Studentski grad Cultural Center, Bul. Zorana
Đinđića 179, 2691-442, www.dksg.rs

Swan from Danube

Concert halls
Belgrade Philharmonic Orchestra, Studentski
trg 11, Tel: +381 11 3282 977, www.bgf.co.rs
Dvorana Doma sindikata, Dečanska 14,Tel:
+381 11 323 4849, www.dds.co.rs
Sava Center, Milentija Popovića 9, Novi Beograd,Tel: +381 11 220 6060,
www.savacentar.com
Endowment of Ilija M. Kolarac, Studentski trg
5,Tel:+381 11 2630 550, www.kolarac.rs
www.swan.rs

Universities & Associations
University of Belgrade, Studentski trg 1, Tel:
+381 11 3207 400, www.bg.ac.rs
University of the Arts, Kosančićev venac 29,
Tel: +381 11 2625 166, www.arts.bg.ac.rs
University Library, Bul. Kralja Aleksandra 71,
Tel: +381 11 3370 509, www.ubsm.bg.ac.rs
National Library of Serbia, Skerlićeva 1, Tel:
+381 11 2451 242, www.nb.rs
Belgrade City Library, Kneza Mihaila 56, Tel:
+381 11 2024 011, www.bgb.rs
Serbian Academy of Sciences and Arts - SANU,
Kneza Mihaila 35,Tel: +381 11 2027 200, www.
sanu.ac.rs
Serbian Association of Writers, Francuska 7,
Tel:+381 11 2626 081, www.uksrbije.org.rs
Journalists’ Association of Serbia:
www.uns.org.rs
Pharmacies on duty
Apoteka Beograd:
Sveti Sava, Nemanjina 2, +381 11 664 170
Prvi maj, Kralja Milana 9, +381 11 3241 349
Bogdan Vujošević, Goce Delčeva 30, +381 11
2601887
Zemun, Glavna 34, +381 11 2618 582
Public Enterprise for Postal Traffic and
Telecommunications “Srbija”
Takovska 2
Call center: 0700-100-300; +381 11 360-77-88
www.posta.rs, e-mail:contact@ptt.rs
POŠTA BEOGRAD 6
Savska 2
tel. +381 11 2645-392
Working days and Saturdays 08.00-19.00
Sundays and Holidays 08.00-15.00
Taxi associations
Alo taxi, +381 11 3564 555
Beotaxi, 19700
Lux taxi, +381 11 3033 123
Naxis taxi, +381 11 9804
Pink taxi, 19803
Žuti taxi, 19802
Parking Service
Public Utility Company for Public Garages and
Car Parks
Tel: +381 11 3035 400
27 Kneza Višeslava Street
info@parking-servis.co.rs
Economy and Commerce
Serbian Chamber Of Commerce,
Resavska13-15, 3300-900, www.pks.rs
Belgrade Chamber Of Commerce, Kneza Miloša 12, Tel: 2641-355, www.kombeg.org.rs
Belgrade Fair, Bulevar Vojvode Mišića 14, Tel:
2655-555, www.sajam.rs
Information about filming in Serbia
www.filminserbia.com
Useful Addresses
Belgrade Info: www.beograd.rs
European Movement in Serbia, Kralja Milana
31 (2nd floor), Tel: 3640-174. www.emins.org
OSCE Mission to Serbia, Španskih boraca 1,
Tel: 3606-100. www.osce.org/serbia
EU info centar, Kralja Milana 7, Tel: +381 11 40
45 400, www.euinfo.rs
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